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i, Brfore World War 77, the Young Men's Buddhist Association (YMBA), with
headavarters in Rangoon, had meny btranches in Burma, and wass in contact
- with YMBA orpanizations in Ceylon and "heiland. In Burma et that time,
the YI'BA, along with Rangoon University, supplied practically all of
Burme's wre-war leadership,

2 Today, only the headouarters branch in Rengoon is functioning, Lay
leaders in various Burmese cities have requested aid in reestablishing
Y¥BA branches; and the leaders in Rangoon are eapger to expand the
organizetion to combat Communism, to raise moral standerds lowered by
war and insurrection, and to combat the superstitions which have erept
into the religion and led educated younr ‘urmens to reject Buddhiem
as an "old women's religion,™

3. The Rangoon YMBA leaders are, however, in meny ceses, yrominent neople
too nreoccupied with their regular ‘obs to spend time in advanecing tie
YHDA,

4. There are about 400 members in +he headcuerters bronch at nresent., Tues
ars one rupes per month wver rember., ris money ‘s consumed largely in
the maintenance of the building an? the librery. The organization has
ne full time secretary.

5. The headausrters organization consists of a nresident; three vice-
presidents; a secretary and a treasurer; an executive covnecil; and
five comrittees: sportas, education, religious, library, and finance
and administration,

6. Justice U MY PR is the -ves‘dent of YMBA and seme of the other leading
members are ¥ "HAN MYAT, leading Buddhist philosopher end Deputy
‘ecretary of fgriculture; U KON ZAW, former Director of Tabor and now
& merchant; U I'LA "HEIN, a leading Rangoon lavyer and the Secretary of
the fupreme Buddhist Couneil; U SO MAUT'G, Chief Judpe of the District
Court; and " CVAN HOON, At!orney-General for the Govermment of Burms.,

7 THAKIN MU and many other prominent Burmese are also interested in
watablishing the “MDA,
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